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DEPARTMZNT (F THE /RMY

14TH MILITARY HISTCRY DETACHMENT

IST CAVALRY DIVISIQN (ATRMOBILE)
PO SAN FRANCISCO 96490

AVDIME 25 March 1969

SUBJECT: Cambat After Action Interview/Lessons Learned 2-69,

DEP ARTMINT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF MILITARY HISTGRY
WASHINGTQN, D. C. 203i5

° L, Name and Type of Crganization: B Campany, 2d Battalion, 5th
Cavalry, lst Cavalry Division (Airmobile),

’ 2, Name and Inclusive Dates of (peration: '"Battle of the Angel's
Wing," 090300 to 090600 March 1949,
3. Location: Sheet 6230 IV: Duc Hue, Vietnam, Cambodia, 1:50,000,
vicinity of_coordinates XT3L5147, XT343156, and XT3LIIS5L,

L, Command Headqui.cers: 2d Battalion, 5th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry
Division (Airmobile).

5. Persons Interviewed:
a. LTC Raymond'Maladowitz, [l Deputy Be Cd, 1st Bde,
bs LTC Jerry J, Burcham, EEESEN, Bn Co, 2/5 Cat,
¢, Maj Donn G, Miller, Bie S3,°Ist Bde,”
d. Maj Gersld L, Sewell, NENNNM Bn 53, 2/5 Cav.

e; Cpt Robert H, Wodi,- Bde Asst-S3, lst Big,
f. Cpt David L, Parker Co CO, B/2/5 Cav,
g. 1Lt Paul Smith, , FDO A Btry, 1/77 arty. -

h. 1Lt Edward G, Bitzer Jr, FO B Co, A Btry, 1/77 toby.
i, 1Lt Barry A Bobek, NENEEEEM. 3d Pla" 'dr. B/2/5 Cav,

J. &Y Robert S. Hallman. HENEEEEEM, Bn Su°, 2/5 Cav,
k, SFC Albert Martinez; [N 1 Plst-Sgt, B/2/5 Cav,
L K

1
1, SGT James R, Hdberg ‘2 s Sul il Bf2/5 Cav,’
m. SGT Emit L. Gilbert, NN, : Pist Soc lar, B/2/5 Cav.
n. SPL Mark S, Seedorf,” HEEEEEEM, - Co RTC, '.>/5 Cav, :

o. SP4 Edwardo Cardenas; _; 1 Plat 3qd Ldr, Bf2/5 Cav, °
ps SPL Lee D, Alexander, | . 1 P1at M69 Gunner, B/2/5 Cav,
q. SPL Vincent Martino, MEEEEEEEM, 1 Pist Point Man, B/2/5‘Cav,

r, PFC Charles A, Mac Do

, 2 Plat Asst @unner, B/2/5
s. PFC Andrew Valentine; 1 Plat Point Man, B/2/5 Cav,
t. PFC Vincent DiMonaco, 2 Plat RTO, B/2/5-Cav, -

u. PFC Marcin Williams; - 2 Plat Asst Gunner, B/2/5 Cav.

v, PFC Harold J. Close, 2 Plat RTO, B/2/5 Cav.




CONFIRENTIR L
6. Interviewers: Captain Donald M, McKay, Jr,, 096914, G3 Operitions; I
1 Lieutenant Robin B, Bartlett, OF111398, lith Military History Detactment, Ist l
Cavalry Division (Airmobile), ,‘

8, Supportin? Farces: A Btry, 1lst Bn, 77th Artillery (105); B Btry;
1st Bn, 30th Artillery (155); USAF; A Troop, lst Squadron, 9th Cavalry; A Btry,
20th Artillery (ARA).

’ "7, Participating Units: ‘B Co, 2d Bn, 5th Cavalry; 1st Plat fram A
Co, 2d Bn, 5th Cavalry; C Co, Bn, 5th Cavalry; A Co, 1st Bn, 8th Cavalry.

"DECUASSIFIED 7 %15

Authorly Z22

9. Intelligence: Enemy infiltrating in large units from Cambodia
through the Angel's Wing into the HWAVAJO WARHORSE A0, east and south-east
towards Saigcm, in preparation for Tet and post Tet major offensive operations,

10, Mission: Consistent with the overall mission of the lst Cav Div
to function as a screening/covering force for the ITFFV/III Corps defense of the
Saigon ~ Bien Hoa Canplex, the Div's 1st Bde had been directed to deplaoy two
battalions in the westemn Hau Nghia - southwestern Tay Ninh area (AO NAVAJO °
WARHORSE) in response to the threat posed by major elements of the 9th VC Div,
In a rale analogous to that of a GXPL, the two battalions (2/5 and 1/8 Cav) had
the mission of detecting, delaying/disorganizing, and to the extent possible,
defeating enemy forces moving east from their Cambodian base areas, The Brigade
Commander's concept dictated an aggressively mobile posture, with small, semi-
independent units deployed as far west of the Vam Co Dong River as parctical so
as to provide the early warning required for timely commitment of reserves,
Reflecting this concept, Co B, 2/5 Cav had been positioned in the vicinity of a
known infiltration route out of the southern tip of the Angel's Wing'and had the
mission of detecting and attacking enemy forces utilizing that route, Inherent
within that mission was the requirement for Co B to be mobile, particularly
during the hours of darkness, and, consistent with nommal security precautions,
to employ semi-independent patrols and ambushes to facilitate extensive area
coverage,

11. The Battlefield: The terrain of this uninhabited area was flat,
open, dry rice paddy, with intermittent irrigation ditches, The egetation was
sparse, with occasiomal, widely-serarated clusters of small trees, Mobility was
excellent, The moon provided approximately 70% illumination during the night of
8~9 March, affording good visibility, and the weather was generally clear, dry
and warm’ although a low grownd haze did persist throughout the early hours of *
darkness, The battlefléid was exactly 2,7 kilamsters from the Cambodian border, .
7 kilaneters west of the Vam Co Dong River and 3 Kilometers from the nearest
inhabited area (AP Giong Gang XT3715),

12, Concept of Operation and Execution (Narrative):
(h 7 November 1968, the lst Cavalry Division terminated Operation_
Jeb Stuart III and Coamanche Falls in NICTZ and redeployed south to IIT CTZ,
The division was moved in anticipation of a major %71 " offensive acrces

the Cambodian border against US Bases and major Vietnamese cities during the
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Tet Lunar New Year Holiday, Through successive anticipat ory moves, the division HDy

was strategically deployed along the border between Vietnam and Cambodia from

797,
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the Delta to the demarcation line between IT and IIT CTZ, Deployed east.d in
depth, strong pointing the A0 with fire bases, the division set about to accom- \ g
plich its threefold mission: Screen Saigon from enemy attack, pre\fent infiltra=- )
tion from Cambodia and destroy enemy forces in northwest III Corps,
) (he of the most difficult areas of cperaticn was given to 1st Brigade
control, The AG'waos teimdd Ni7) 70 WARHORSE: on one cice. .siz ™S Batialians
were deployed and on the other - several secure, built up NVA divisions, The
AO became the focus of division attention as contact after contact was met by
the 1lst Brigade, The NAVAJO WARHCRSE AO became the heart of the division's OpEY™
ations in THOAN THANG IT and iI1,
" ‘
01-9 March 1969, a major engagement was fought in that AQ by B Campany,
2d Battalion, 5th Cavalry, which tipifies many of the tactical concepts for
which THE FIRST TEAM is well noted and higly appraised, It is a "classic"
example of the flexibility of the Airmobile concepts of reinforcement, support .
and the courage and determination of SKYTROCFFRS faced with a dangerous mission,
Four days prior to the contact, the general trend of activity expers-
enced by the campanies of the xd Bettalion, 5th Cavalry began to in-:_:ree.se.
More and more small groups of enemy were sited by the r;*;?_:r}dly units, Ambushes
increased frequency of contact and numbers of enemy killed, Cn the morning of
8 March, D Campany, 2/5 Cavalry engaged an estimated 100 to 150 NVA of the 272
Regiment, 9th VC Division north of Phuoc Luu (XT3424), Tntelligence gained fram
this and other contacts of the 2/5 Cav was dissiminated to the campanies and
SKYTROPERS of the Battalion. They were to expect contact, especially at night
with weil amed, fresh, agressive NVA troops coming out of Cambodia.

In preparation for future major contact s, LTC Burcham, Battalion Com—
COARIFI1DE 1) T 155 oo
3



LOWFINE) TiRL
mander for the 2/5 Cavalry, discussed the enemy situation with CQL Kingsten,
lst Brigade Comander and COL Jomn Gibney; G3. Fram this conference on 8 March,
it was determined to comiimue to empioy tattics of night movemen® and énemy
deceptian supplemented by the use of ground radar and quick reaction support fram
Artillery, USAF and ARA. More specifically, LTC Burcham told his canpany camn~-
manders to employ night rogring ambushes and to change their canpany location
after they had received log. This deceptive move was to be accomplished at night
to prevent enemy observation of the friendly wnit's position, Troops were to
dig in after flark while the night roving ambushes moved 600 meters from their
canpany FOB's, set up for a pericd of time and then move again = not more than
a total distance of 1500 meters from the campany perimeter. Campanies were to
arient themselves on a north / south axis at least 3km fram Cambodia with ambushes
roving out at 30 degree angles north and south of west,towsrds the Cembodian
border - setting up twice during the night, This tsctic, it was felt, would
provide the best screen’and that the ambush rlstoms couTd guickIy be reinforced :
by artillery, ARA, aampany organic weapans and night combat assaults if necessary.

In order to facilitate night movement, the companies reconned their
wvernight and ambush positiens during the day. The trails and avenues of
approach were noted as well as land marks and praninent terrain features on
which they could guide during the hours of darimess. The tactic necessitated
a great deal of company movement as well as many reconnaissance patrols,_but the
terrain in the NAVAJO WARHCRSE A0 is flat, clear and foot movement rapid, Most
caupanies could complete their reconnaissance and be set up to receive log in
the early afternoon, After hot chow was flovm into them, there was sufficient
time for the men to rest fram the previous night 's ambush and to prepare for the
forthcoming one, Finally, the roving ambush platoons were cautioned to make full

use of starlight scopes and be positive that they could annihilate the enemy
CONMFIDE 1 71091
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force before giving away their position by springing the trap., If possible,
they were to call in pre-planned Artillery defensive targets first, and likewise

; .
the company was not to use itz . organic 82um mortar unless absolutely necessary

+ 'DECLASSIFIED 2 %245

as the friendly position would then be compromised,

On the night of & March 1969, B Carpeny, 2/5 Cavalry followed these
instructions and utilized these tactics., At dusk, the campanv moved from its
log location (XT'349149) towards its night position. The Company FOB was estab-
lished at XT34L915L4 and the 1st and 2d T'Istoons prepared to Ieave for their night
ambushes while the 3d Platoon, Mortar PIatoon and CP group began digging in, At
approximately 2200hrs the two roving ambushes left the FOB: the 1lst Platoon,
under the command of 1Lt Jesse B, Stevenson, 05352082, followed a west-north-
west azimuth for approximately 700 meters while the 24 Platoon, under the com-
mand of 1Lt Johnny L. Powell, 053L5253, moved 600 meters on a south-shouthwest
azimuth to its first ambush location XT3451L7. The two platoons reached these
locations within an hour and deployed into a pre-arranged formation.’ (See Tab- R
and C), Both Platoons deployed with 27 men each.

Thly the essentials were taken. Each man carried h:l.s individual weapm
and 15 to 20 full magaz:nes of aamunitim for M—16 s (270 to 360 rmmds/man),
at least 2 hand grenades, 1 amoke grsmade, 3 heat tablets and one tr:.? flare,

In addition, each squad carried two ar three claymore mines (9 total), an M60
machine gun with 800 to 900 rounds of ammmition and an M79 grenade launcher
with 70 rounds of ammunition (3 M60's, M79's per platoon total), The platoon
WeE ar:_lditima.lly equipped with 2 LAW's and 2 PRC-25 radio's and I Starlight
Scope, Each man carried a pocho liner and wore his steel helmet.

The company FOB, in its defensive position was radar e?uipped and also
had 1 strobe light, I &lmm mortar with 20 rounds of illumination, 10 rourds of
white shosphorus, and 60 rounds of High explosive. A 90mm recoiless rifle was

employed to the northwes’ with 6 beehive and 6 high explosive rounds available.
Ihfwtmataly, neither radar nor 90mm rgcoi“rn wifle prured opérable Iater i,

CONFIDZNTIAL
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The first platoon chose as it's first ambush location a previously
used Platoon FOB on the cdge of a tree square, They oriented themselves in .
chest high foxholes to the north and west in a "U' formation (See Map - Tab B).
The platoon occupied five of the eight foxholes in the FOB, with the open erd
of their perimeter facing towards the company FOB (southeast), It was felt
by the platoon leader that an enemy threat would come from the north and west
and that it would be better to have four or five men per foxhole than to spread
themselves thinner and cover 360°, In this way, several of the men could get
sane rest and good security could still be maintained, Between foxholes #3 and
#I, there was a large, 3 foot ant hill, which was used as a CP and P by the
platoon leader, There was excellent visibility to the west for approximately
800 meters and fair visibility to the north, A rice paddy dike enclosed the
northern and western sides of the position and provided excellent cover to the
position, The percentage of moon illumination on that night was 70; weather
conditions were cool w:i.t_.h a strong wind from the west and a heavy ground haze
which lasted until 2400,

The company and individual platoon moves therefore were uncbserved by
the enemy as the moom "l;?.d not rise until 2300 and their movememts were addition~
ally shaded by =& haze, Ohce the haze lifted and the moon rose, vigibility
was cxcellent: a man could have been seen standing as far as 500 meters away,

The 2d Platoon also reached their firs: ambush locstion by 2260 =3, -

and set up in a 360° perimeter with machinegun wpointing north, wesk and sl

cast, Claymores were deployed to the swulh, sovtheast, north and along a noar™y”

drain:iec ditch (2 1/2%deep x 6! wide) to the north, south and west (See Map -
#. 0) Visibility was extremely good and a rice paddy di]:ce provided cover to
the west and north = the expected avenue of enemy approach.
COVFIDEN TIAL
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Both platoons radioced to the campany commander that the:_r were set up
in their first ambush position and would move again at 090200 hrs. to their
second position, At this time the lst_.'r‘la“‘.otm radio performance was poor and
contact was made only with difficulty, .

The platoons waited in an ambush posture for tws hours, changing_
reliefs end maintaining comstant observation through their starlight scopes,
Vigilance paid off a'a.nd at 0037 hrs the 2d Flatoon Leader, 1Lt Powell radioced to
Cpt Parker, B Co CO, that he had spotted 6 individuals approaching their position
fram the west, Lt Powell requested that artillery be fired o a preplanned
defensive target located to the west of their ambush position. A Battery, 1/77
frtillery responded with LO HE rounds, The five man NVA group ran fram the
artillery concentration straight for the platoon's position, When they came to
within 25 meters of the friendly location they were engaged with M-16's and hand
gren=Ces for about one minute, A trip flare was also thrown to provide illum=
ination and assessment of the contact by the ambush platoon. The 2d platom
was unable to give an enemy assessment, but stated that they felt that some )
of the encmy were killed and some had evaded to the southwest of their pOBitiCE:l.

Cpt Parker immediately informed LTC Burcham, the Battalion Gamander,
and Maj Sewell, the Battalion S3, of the situation on the ground and stated that
his 2d platoon's location had been camprimised, but that he had decided not to.
move the position so that he could get a first light check of the contact area,

At approximately 0245, PFC MacDougal, observing through the ?t.arlight.
scope to the southwest from the "ant hill" at the 1st Platoon location, saw
at a range of about 600 meters 5 individuals who came out of a tree line and
began to move to the west, Lt Stevenson, the 1st Platoon Leader was awakened
and also cbserved the five individuals. Oh closer examination however, he
noticed heavy movement in the tree line behind the 5 NVA soldiers, After a

COomE 1DEm I -
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shart time it became apparent that a considerable enemy force was approaching
their position. Lt Stevenson called Cpt Parker and informed him of the situatiens
at this time he stated that he had sbserved a point element of five men followed
by at least 200 more soldiers, in column formation, moving west, Hy G255 °
the point was approximately 200 meters to the south west of his ambush position,
Lt. Stevenson reouested that Blue Max (ARA) be scrambled and that Artillery be
called in on a defensive target for the interum period, Cpt Parker relayed this
informstion to the Battalion, while Lt Bitzer, FO for B Company, relayed the
call for fire to A Eatt,ery:, 1/77 Artillery, The battalion, in turn, relayed the
request for MRA to Brigade, Maments later, word returned that ARA had been
refused because the unit was not yet in contact,

By 0305, the enemy force, still in column formation, had moved to
the road (TL 64) at coordinates XT343154 which was 200 meters from the lst
Platoon location and 500 meters fram the FOB, At the road, the enemy sent
out a point element to recon both sides and establish security positions for
crossing, At approximately 0306, A Battery, 1/77 Artillery responded and the
first 105 HE rounds began to land inbetween the 1lst Platoon locabtion and
the enemy force, 50 t.o‘60 rounds were fired from 0306 to 0320 hrs under the
direction of Lt, Bitzer. The FO shifted the fires, walking them in towards the
FOB and the now deploying enemy force, He made an attempt to put a semi-circle
of fire from west to east around the 1st Platoon and brought the fires to
within 250 meters of the lst Platoon's location. At approxﬁnatel,\; 0315 enemy
mortar rounds began to fall on the 24 and 1st Platoon's locations, and .
Lt Bitzer made a bold correction, at.t.a-npt:}ng to knock out the enemy tube,

By 0315 ARA was again requested, Blue Max was on station by 0320
requesting that the friendly positions mark their locations. ‘At, the same time
a request for a flare ship and Spooky was put in and approved., The Battalion

Camander and the S5, experiencing poor comunications with the company, and
. L g GO L sy
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sensing the gravity of the situation, went airborne to better analyze and cam—
mmicate with the grourd forces, Initially, Cpt Parker and LTC Burcham experience
problems in employing ARA and Spocky due to the inability of the two engaged
piatoons to adequately mark their locations, Tube Artillery had to shut 01‘?
once ARA was on station and was therefore ineffective in the ensuing contact,
The Company Commander 1ost communications with the 1st Platgon, which was the
most engaged — fighting at least 2 and probably 3 Campanies. Anocther initial
prcblem ex,?eriencad by Cpt Parker was determining the exact location of the _
2 Platoon, as they were not directly south of the FOB as originally thought,
Spocky dropped flares for illumination, but experienced difficulty in seeing
the battlefield due to his altitude and because the ground haze reflected the
light.

Spocky initially attempted to engage battlefield targets, but the
Battalion Canmander shifted him to anti-aircraft targets endarzering ARA,
LTC Burcham and Maj Sewell stated that the C&C ship was a necessity for contrcll
of ARA and Spooky and the decision was made to employ ARA for close~in support
rather than depend on tube_artillery as shifts fram one target to ancbher tock
longer with tube artillery, TAC Air was also considered, but was decided against
initially‘by the Battalion Commander due to the difficulty in identifying friendly
locatians,

By 0229, the 1lst Platoon was receiving heavy 82mn and 60mm mortar
fire as well as RPG, B-40, automatic and small arms fire, The first rounds
landing on the platoon's pesition injured several men seriously and destroyed
one relio, Lt, Stevenson and SFC Martinez, the 1lst Platoon Sergeant, noticed
fran the protection of the ant hill and foxhole #3 that the enemy force had
begun to deploy fram the road towards their position, An estimated three caompan-
ies deployed to the south, southeast and east and began to deliver accurate and

COMFIDE 171724
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heavy iFG, B-40, machinegun and small ams fire fram within 250 meters, The
enemy, using fire and maneuver and covered by heavy fire support, began to move
cloger to the 1st platoon's location, Two NVA, for some unknown reason ran
straight towards foxhole #? from the west, They were engaged by the men of that
foxhole and one was killed, the other wounded, The intensity of fire on both
sides increased. Cammunications were poor and Lt Stevenson vainly attempted to
inform his company cammander of his situation, In turn, Cpt Parker attempted
to inst™t the 1st Platocx_z to mark their location so that ARA could provide
close-:l.n_ defensive support, After a particularly heavy barrage of B-40 and
RPG fire, cammunications were lost with the beseiged platoon for the rest of the
contact,

One B-40 rocket hit'#“-.’ foxhole directly, killed the platoon leader ard
destroyed the remaining radio, Assuming command, SF_‘C Martinez called to the
members of his platoon to conserve their ammunit iop. He told them to fire only

at those individuals wn> 7%eched  the perimeter, The enemy, it was determined,

launched two mass assaults against the platoon's 7. Each assault was accam

panied by heavy mortar, RPG, B-40, machinegwn and small arms support, NVA
radios were heard throughout the battle area, The 1st Platoon countered by
blowing their CGlaymores and firing accurate, well aimed shots at the advancing
hordes of scldiers, conservatively estimated at between 200 and 300 men, B-L0
fire became more accurate and heavier, Members of the platoon reported that

if they attempted to fire with their M-16's, they would receive a B-40 rocket In
return, Alt};ough ARA and Spocky were now working on statlion, they were ._.

to prwide/:;;i;. to the platoon, as they could not accurately detemmine the
friendly position, SFC Martinez told his men to mark their }’)osi{‘.ims by throwing
trip flares, He was informed by SCT Gilbert, a squad leader, that the trips

were 3 feet outside their foxholes but that the fire was so intense they could

COVFIDET747 1
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not be reached, The men, sensing the necessity of ARA suppart, squirted insect
repellent on the ground and 1it it, but the volume of fire they received in

return was so intense the the effort had to be abandoned,

‘.

As the enemy companies moved closer to the lst platom ele:?-lent,_
they deployed a squad to the north setting up a new B-40 rocket and .51 caiber
machiPLee position, By OL15 the platoon had suffered 4 killed and almost all
were wounded at least once, SFC Martinez observed that one B-4O position near
the banb crater to the south was capable of delivering accurate fire towards
foxhole #3 and the ant hill, He decided to make an attempt to evacuate his
position and move 50 meters to the northwest into an open field, As he and
three others left their position and crossed the rice paddy dike to the west,
they received ,51 caliber fire fram the south, Two men were killed and SFC
Martinez was severely wounded. The remaining individual, SPL Lee Alexander,
pulled the dead and wounded to the safety of the field by himself, and delivered
first aid to SFC Martinez,

The men in foxhole #1, viewing the movement of SFC Martinez and
realizing that foxholes #Z_and #3 were now empty, moved to cover the gaps in
their "U" shaped formatim, Two individuals moved into Foxhole #2, one to the
Junction of the rice paddy dikes and one to the field where SFC Martines had
been drug, SP4 Vincent Martino moved to the rice paddy dike and observed an
enemy .51 caliber machinegun position and B-40 rocket pogition to the north-
east, He also received heavy fire when he was spotted on the dike, but by
hopping around he was able to deliver accurate fire on the two positions and
neutralize them,

In foxholes #) and #5, the lst platoon members encowtered a differ
ent situation, The advancing enemy had moved Into the foxholes on the eastern
portion of the perimeter, A berm between their fexnoles ard the enemy poaition’

prohibited fire to be retumed at the enemy. The men resorted to ham grenades,
B CONE/Den)T74 L.
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Just as the enemy mowmnted a machine gun on the berm. The enemy position was
destroyed, )

The fight raged fram 0315 until 0545 at the first platoon position,
Throughout the contact the 1lst plat'om retumed fire and conserved ammunition
as best as possible., The enemy launched two wave assaults against the positicl:n
and were driven back in both cases. Each assault, it was accurately estimated,
mounted at least 150 to 200 men. -The platoon siccessfilly défended itaelf_
against three campanies and refused to run or leave their dead and wounded,

The platcon also reparted that the enemy seemed to be Vhopped up" on drugs or
opium, Frequently they would stand and walk towards the position to be cut
down by the M-16fs, Or the enemy soldiers would run crazily and wildly in
different directions - azross the battlefield - yelling and laughing,

The enemy succeeded in occupying positions within 20 meters ei;thc
1st platoon and many were killed within 10 feet, When the contact €.Zed; those
members of the lst platoon not killed or seriously wounded had bet\‘qeen e and
two magazines of ammunition left, They had suffered 6 KIA, 17 WIA, 2 11gf1t1y )
wounded not medevaced and 2 not wounded, They had expended all claymores, M0,
and M79 ammmnition. The platoon members, Campany Camnmander and Battalion
Commander made conservative estimates that at least 150 to 200 NVA had been_
killed and that the position had been assaulted by at least t_:hree canpanies,

The second platoon, under the camand of Lt Powell, Exp?rienced a
similarly vicious contact. Having exposed their position at 0040, the platoen

maintained 100% alert for 2 hrs, They listened intently to the lst Platoon

Leader's conversations with Cpt Parker and were aware of the size of the approach-

ing enemy force at OR50, Likewise, they cbserved the enemy movement towards the
road and subsequent deploymon® towards the 1st Platoon, Minutes later, when
CONFIDE TR
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morter rounds eame crishin- in the vicinity, Lt Powell decided that his position
Was no longer tensble and gave the order to pick up what the men could carry and
run to the drainage ditch., Six men were killed in the initial enemy mortar
concentration. The drainage and rice paddy dike offered some protection from the
flying schrapnel, and the platoon hastily and effectively reorganized facing east
and west., The rapid redeployment caused several problems, The Claymore detona-
tors were left behind and although the mines were still in place, they could not
be detonated, Secondly, in the hasty move the men left behind their trip flares
which later could have assisted in merking locations,

The platoon continued to receive a heavy bombardment fran &mm and
60mm mortars and like the lst platoon also received RPG, B-40, autamatic
Wweapons and small arms for the next two hours, The platoon did have a protected
position however and it's fire power on line, oriented in both directims.' By
firing their LAWS, they were able to neutralize one B-4O position and one ,51
caliber position during the ensuing assault by an estimated Company size force,
Several assaults were made by the enemy, attempting to overrun the US position,
SCT James R, Biberg, a squad leader in the platoon stated that the assault Was
not of the same magnitude that hit the 13" rlatoon; it was not a wave assault,

The massed enemy forces poured fire into the friendly position fram
30 to 50 meters away, using fire and manewver in attempting to get closger to
the friendly position, SGT HEdberg instructed his men to conserve ammunitien,
fire single, well aimed shots - only at those NVA who attempted to close with
their position. The platoon wtilized it!'s M79's, M60'!'s and hand gI'EnadES.tO
best advantage - firing at bunched troops and autamatic weapons positions, e
M60 was hit and destreyed by an incaming mortar round snd the platoon was forecd
to orient one gun to the west and one to the east, SGT Edberg crawled the

: Jack
length of the ditch as did the Platoon Sergeant, 535G John Pajfick, encouraging
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the men, calming their fears and attending to casualties. The platoon mEdi?, and
platoon leader were seriously wounded by a B-40 round at approximately OLCT, and
the platoon RTO, PFC Harold J Close and 537 Pabick were forced to divert their
efforts to the direction of ARA and the marking of their position, The platocn'
had good commmications with the ARA pilots and the Cobras made pass after pass,
providing close-in support to the hard hit platoon, The platoon members first
11t heat tabs to mark their position, (he trip flare was thrown but it failed
to go off; finally, the troopers teilled off their shirts, sprayed them with
insect repellent and ignited them, Each time a flaming shirt left the cover
of the ditch, a B-4O round screamed in on the man who threw it, The Platoen
Sergeant was seriously wounded in such an action, When all shirts were gone,
the trooper’s resorted to firing a burst of tracer bullets oriented to the west,
In this way, ARA was able to fire it's minigun in north/south passes as close as
10 meters fram the friendly unit,

At approximately 0400, the Battalion S3; Maj Sewcll, attempted to get
155mm Artillery blocking fires from B Battery, 1/% Artillery at LZ Tracy, but
experienced difficulty in getting approval for the missiem. The 145 Tirco sene
in approximately one hour after renuested and was positioned by the Artillery,
LNO from the C&C helecopter to further annihilate the now flee’n- "4 force,

The Company Cammander, Battalion Commander, Battalion €5,; Brigade Com-
mander and Brigade S3 all felt that support from all resources was adequate and
timely. The Battalion Cammander stated that he had ample resources and that
none had to wait while others were being employed, He indicated that while
me section of ARA broke station, ancther section replaced it withow delay, Also
two Spocky ships were utilized and that when cne had expended itls flarcs another
was on station to replace it,

- As dawn approached, the contact slowed and B Campany watched the NVa
CONI1SIDEN T
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pull off the wounded bodies, The 2d platoon members hesitated to fire on the

bearers of the wounded because they were down to three or four magazines per
man, but when they did, they cbserved that more NVA scldiers behind the wounded

simply scooped them up and continued to evade,

N
i
2

The 2¢ Platoon members felt that the enemy deployment was advantageous to
them as fire from the element on the east passed over the heads and slammed int?o
the enemy element to the west, The enemy, in effect was firing at one—another,
At OLLO the first platoon fram A Campany, 2/5 Cav was notified to prepare for a
night combat assault and at 0617 the 1lst Platoon was lifted into th(-.! 2d platoon's
locatian to reinforce and relieve the pressure m the frierdly wnit, (XT349147)
The 1st Platoon of A Company met with no resistance and linked wp with the 2
Platoon at 0629. I was decided at that time to utilize the Cambat assault 1ift
birds which had brought in the 1st Platoon of A Company to evacuate the wounded
and dead from the 2d Platoan, The 24 Platoon suffered 5KIA . 16 WIA, 2 Lightly
WIA not medevaced, and 4 not wounded, By 0658 the wourded members of the 2d
platoon were on their way to medical care at Cu Chi, ‘A conservative estimate of
Enemy losses in the platoon area is placed at 100 K14,

Sim.ﬂax‘-ly, C Campany 2/5 Cavalry was informed at 0415 hrs to move as
soon as possible, on foot, t5 the lst Platoon location and to relieve enemy
pressure, Their overnight location was approximately 1200 meters from B Campany
and by 0530, they were within 40O meters of the beseiged position, They were
guided into position by Cpt Parker who gave directions by radio as he looked at
the strobe light which was carried by the front element of C Canpany._ Cpt Parker
guided them into the exact position as if he were adjusting artillery._ By 0600
the Company had linked up with the 1st Platoon and had secured the FORB, A
0622; eight medevac ships were requested for the lst Platoon ' ti-
in three minutes the medevac birds were on station and the wounded were evacua~

— Yy — .
ted to Cu Chi for treatment, CON Fibrer)7 774
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To effect the poliece of the battle area and to pursue the enemy
I‘orce, A Company, 1/8 Cavalry was combat assaulted into XT334149 (southwest of

374 25

the 1st Platoon's location), at 0820 from }5‘35312h, their overnight location,
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The campany swept the area of contact and moved in a westerly c-ﬁrect.ion in pursuit
of the enemy force, Both C Campeny, 2/5 Cavalry and A Campany, 1/8 Cavalry fourd
evidence which indicated that the two platoons had engaged a reinforced Battalien,
Heavy blood trails, bloody bandages, pieces of bodics and NVA equipment were .
st.re'bm.for hmdre_ads of meters, /mong the items found were: 32 NVA KIA, 1 NVA
WIA PW, 2 AKL7's, meny AKL7 magazines, and hurdreds of loose /K rownds, 1 box
7.60 An‘bi-aircrai‘l_: ammunition, severa) gas masks, I5 chicom hand grenades, and
1/2" of documents, In addition, Major Sewell; after an examination of the area
reparted 3/50 caliber firing positions at: XT'335154, 327150, 329I54, 33515L,
359149, 3L11L9 and 32&147. Based on this evidence, cbservation of the battle
from the C&C ship and from the reports by fRA and Spocky pilots, the enemy
strength was placed at a reinforced Battalion. Scout ships were also called in
to make a firet light check of the contact area, They reparted finding numerous
bunkers at 334150, /ppache Red worked the area, making close-in passes and )
reconnaissance by fire, At XT332153 they found tunnel entrances, € Campany,

2/5 Cavalry checked this area and found 6 bunkers with overhead cover, &rmor
piercing ,50 caliber 'rounds, and empty boxes for the ammunition,

At 0955 hours, B Company, 2/5 Cavalry received a read out on the
wounded PW who stated that he was from the 1st Bn, 272 Regiment, 9th vc Di\us*ma
The FPW stated that his battalion's mission was not to mf:lltmte, but rather to ]
make contact with a US base suspected to t_:e further north of B Company's location,
They were to engage and destroy this base.

At 0900, airstrikes were requested by the lst Brigade and 10 F-100
Jjet fighters responded (See Tab E for expen?itures)., Many secondary explosione

were observed east of the contact area as a result of these airstrikes,
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13. Conclusions/Commanders! Analysis:

a, That B Camnpany, 2/5 Cavalry successfully defended itself against
a reinforced enemy Ba’_c.talicn.‘

b, That 200 enemy KIA is a conservative estimte,

¢, That close ARA support was a key factor to the success of the
battle,

' d. That the enemy did not know the disposition and location ef
the U, S. wit and was attempting to pass through that locatien to hit an objec—
tive further north, Tt is assumed that the 6 man enemy reconnaissance element
which made contact with the 2d Platoon shortly after midnicht was checking out
the location where the M8 company had received log earlier in the day., Tt is
also assumed that at least part of the enemy recomnaissance element returmed to
it's parent wit, informed the battalion of the IS location, and that plans
were made to engage the 24 Platoomn with at least a company while the main body
moved north toward it's objective, It is assumed that the main body consisted
of at least 2 and possibly 3 companies and that they did not kmow of the 1st
Platoen's location - to the norths, nor the exact size of the US mit,

. e. That the fighting spirit of the SKYTROCPER, his determination
to live, and his concern for the lives of fellow troopers was the key factor in
the success of this contact.

f, That leadership exercised by those at the lowest level was
exemplary, The fact that none of the fricndly prsitions were overrun and that
in both pilatoons the platoon leader and platoon sergeant were out of action
brings great credit to these young leaders, amd their ability to take cammand
and perform with cutstanding success,

8. B Campany, 2/5 Cavalry was returned to L3 Terri for the
night of I March, but was back in the field the following day with replacements
fram within the battalion, flthouzh the Campany suffered almost canplete losg
of two platoons, they were nct piucsd cambat ineffective.,

h. Wien the decision was made to deploy forces westof the Vam
Co Dong River In the fAngel’s Wing area, it was done in full realization of the
risks invclved, Commanders at all levels were cognizant of the enemy's two great
advantages: The security afforded by the near proximity of the Cambodian border;
and his ability to mass forces at a time and place of his own choosing against 7
one or more of the necessarily dispersed friendly elements, To offset completely.
these enemy advantages would have required the pceiticning of wits at a con- ’
siderable distance from the border, probably-east of the Vam Co NDong River itself,
and/or the sucstitution of a series of fixed, hardened, well defended strongpoints
for the mobils posture actually employed, To have opted for either or both of
these alternatives, however, would have been to negate accomplishment of the
mission, Givirg up space west of the Vam Co Dong River would have brought some
measure of secirity but at the cost of the early warning nceded to marshall a
force large enough to defeat the enemy befare he could have bypassed these
positions at will, In the light of these considerations, the most effective
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et of Lo was tae empluyennt cf mubile, semi-independent, small units
capsble of detecting the infiltration of major enemy forces and delaying these
wntil they could be attacked and destroyed by the application of massed fires;
In this engagement on 89 March, B/2/5 Cavalry fulfilled this role campleteiy,
notwithstanding Zts om, relatively Ligh casuslties, T positiocnd itgol” o,
wast proved to be an infiltration route, detected a major enemy force, attacied
same, fixing it in position until heavy fires could be brought to bear. Tt
is uncertain as to whether the enemy battalion was attempting a major move east
of the Vam Co Deng River or as the PW indicated, moving to destroy a US unit or
installation, However, in neither case Was that objective attained, and the
damage to the 1lst Battalion, 2724 Regiment must have been severe,

14k, Legsans Learned: :

a, The results of this éngagement, specifically the higher than
normal casualty rate for B/2/5 Cav. » naturally caused a reevaluation of the
concept of operations in the KAVAJO WARHORSE AO. As indicated above, that
reassessment fully indorsed the concept of a "forward" deployment, in‘a small
wit, mobile posture of the elements of 1/8 and 2/5 Cavalry, However, approval
of the general concept does not, in this case, imply approval of the specific
positicning of companies on the night of 8-9 March, Che of the salient lessons
of this action is the fact that the termm "forward® deployment is a highly rela-
tive one, with its application determined by the specific circumstances pre-
vailing, While endorsing the deployement of B/2/5 Cavalry (and the other com-
panies) west of the Vam Co Deng River, this report acknowledges that an increase
of only two or three kilometers of "stand-32f" distance between B Co's positien
and the border would have been appropriate, With hindsight, it appesrs that
the cost in terms of "early warning Time", as discussed above, would have been
campensaw>d for adequately by the advantages of maneuver rocm for commitment
of aimoiile ressrves and for unrestricted application of pursuing fires, In
short, caanitment of emall, semi- independent units within a certain minimum !
distance of the Cambodian border (a distance varying according to circumstances,
but usuelly not less than five kilaneters) is a risky venture, justified omly
in specia’ circumstances after careful evaluation.

©.  When maneuvering independertly on the Vietnam battlefield, the
US campany or platoon nomally secures itself by assuming & purely defensive -
posture: by cciling into a perimeter on the most defensivTe terrain available,
dizging In, rezistering de:rsasive concentraticns and firing them occasionally
during the ni as a precautlionary measure, and by limiting its "ambush:s" to
local-cecurity range and/or 4ne Aictated concept of operation, as was the case
in this engagement; inen the nnit must {ind its security in deception and mtbility,
Clearly, tihe €O of B Co wderstood thig, His company had been in the field, o
the move, Jor the eight derw preceding the eveagement, positioninz itself in a
different Zocation each nigat, mering avay from its  cbviously compromised log
(zorial resuppl~) pesitior, recontioitering niz4t positions durine daylight but
1ying them uoly a‘Zer “ak, Al by ragist ring deceptive defe..aive concentra-
iz bhe actusl ocnes. /11 of this is kizhly commend-~i-le and ‘
znuunte Top 4 22 vhat this was a friend)r-initia:
e Ey receiving and apparently,
very damaging | al aclivevance o thel organlic and
stpporting fires, the lst and 24 platoons had retaiaed their mehility, had disen-
gagxd 2:l fallen back even as much as two, or three hundred meters (possibly em
the main company position), then ‘he same gains might well have teen achieved
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at much less the cost, Conversely, by losing their mobility and allowing them—
selves to be fixed in man-hardened, virtually indefensible positions, by a  *
superior force, these platoons invited the high casualties which resulted and,
in fact, risked the disaster of being overrun, Patently, this is easier said
than done, particularly on flat, open terrain on a moonlight night, when bullets-
are flying and instinet calls for hugging the earth, However, easy or difficult,
it is ap undisputable fact that the unit which allews itself to be fixed in an
unprepared position by a superior force is in deep trouble., This danger needs
constant emphasis, and techniques to avoid it need to be developed, rehearsed
and employed,

¢, In this action, the nomal situation prevailed in that the
infantry commander had a number of types'of fire support to call upon, Unfortu-
nately, in this action as in many others, all of these fire support resources ’
were not necessarily complementary, at least, not at the same time, Consequently,
the Battalion Commander had to pick and choose, selecting one at the expense of
suppressing others, The record indicates that he chose wisely, with the result -
that the totel fire support rendered was very effective, However enough problems,
mainly of control and coordination, did arise as to watrrant some concern and
corrective action, These problems were not major ones, but do indicate the need
to update SOPs for "packaging" the total fire support available for spelling

out in detail the authority and responsibility of each person involved in that
process,

d, The fact that a sigrificant number of things unaccountable'went
wrang" at most inappropriate times does not warrant the label of a "lesson
learned"since even the best of out fits, such as this one, this phenomenon has )
occurred often in the past and unfortunately, will presumably do so in the future.
Qviocusiy there is no real excuse for supporting gunships not having the right
frequency, or a unit carrying an incperable recoilless rifle in the field and
not carrying adequate devices for night marking of positions, or having them
readily available, and for supporting aircraft to be discovered as "not missicn
ready" only when they are assumed to be lifting off; just as obviously, there
is nc siwple remedy for these prohlems either, However, commanders and staff
officer: need to expecs them and to anticipate them by longer 1léad times, and
alternate solutions even while they are working to preclude theme

e, [Emergency ammunition resupplv is a key point. Ammunition
shculd be packaged, ready for use, and easily broken down for rapid distri-
bution to individuals rather than packaged in bulk, It should be stored an the
rear, easily attainei when needed and be packaged in such a manner that it may
be delivered by all nodes of resupply.

f. Cusiderstion chould be given to ready reaction foreces which
ave readily availabic to rcinforce a hotly ccntested battle. RehearssT and
practice of importarc factors is a must, including night combat assaults,
zwcuring an atiained <bjective, conducting mecical evacuation and immediate
saactic. rno notification,

g, LD ehop Dz oof uerost necesslty in any major contact, Wlthe
o it, : comnander is unab.e to ascwabely mate decisiong affecting ground
ferces, 'The caumander's eppearance at the battlefield is also a significant

morale actor to engaged troops, C,Df‘)!‘: lD’CNTfp‘l"
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h. Responsive tube artillery is a necessity in any contact,
The artillery must be cerable of firing open sheaf or point type targets and
rapidly shifting fram one to ancther and the situation warrents, FO's must
be able to call for and adjust theso troes of fires,

1. Communications and timely, accurate reports are of utmost
impartance. If key decisions are made without accurate intelligence of the
situation, disasters may result, Much¥s lost in reporting when camanders
talk to canmanders or 'S3is 4alk 4o S3"g,as duty personnel are normally not re—
coring these transmissionse

J. Radio nets must be minimized for units in contact and consider-
ation should be given to 2 contact net for artillery if appropriate communicaticns
is available,

CONFIDErITiAL
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